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Canto XX

Dante and Vrigil are in bowge IV and Dante sees sinners so twisted that they face the back of their bodies. Their eyes are filled with tears. Among them are Tiresias, Amphiaraus, and Manto. Seeing them, Dante breaks down and cries. Virgil chastises Dante severely for this sympathetic reaction, telling him that, "Here pity, or here piety, must die..." I think that Dante, by showing pity at the results of God's judgment, was showing both an unreadiness to understand the true nature of sin and was judging God's judgment. 

I felt Dante was trying to tell his audience something very important. Many times we question God. We question his motives and his actions. Dante uses this scene to show that as humans, even after seeing what goes on in the afterlife, we still cannot comprehend God’s judgments, motives, and actions. 

I also like the irony that Dante used when he put these characters in Hell and decided their punishment. These pagan prophets are twisted so they cannot see what is in front of them. This is funny because they all were visionaries trying to predict the future. 

I don’t understand why prophets are so far down in Hell? 

I am surprised that Dante hasn’t covered the question, “Why bad things happen to good people.” I hope he touches on the question once we start purgatory. 

